Port Vila Golf & Country Club Inc
Captains Report 2010 - 7 August 2010
This time last year I was hoping that someone would nominate for the club captain position. No one did and I reluctantly put my name on the list. I also pointed out in my 2009 report that most club captains are generally reasonable golfers with a good knowledge of the rules. I did not fit the profile then. I can confirm that this has not changed although I have improved a bit with the rules. Not sure if it is some sort of record but I think I might be one of a select group of club captains playing off the maximum handicap of 36.
My main objective over the past year has been communication. While it might not be immediately obvious to many I have tried to provide consistent communication by way of regular Thursday reminders, timely publication of results and a number of issues of a club newsletter. Weekly sponsors are now receiving thankyou letters (sometimes belatedly).
On the subject of communication......While he is not a committee member I would like to acknowledge the considerable work that Bryn Burnett does each week keeping the club web site up and running and more importantly – current. There is nothing worse than accessing a web site and finding the information out of date. Bryn has done a brilliant job providing information.
Sponsorship
Without our weekly sponsors the club would have to buy prizes and this would severely impact on our financial reserves. We are very fortunate to have a long list of businesses that are willing to support the club at least once a year. In fact, there are very few Saturdays throughout the year where we do not have an event sponsor. I know for a fact that there are other, bigger clubs in the Pacific that would envy us. The club really appreciates this effort from the sponsors.
Sponsorship is a 2-way thing. They want to promote their business/products and we, as members/players need to support them. Special thanks to our weekly sponsors – B&P chook run, South Pacific Meats meat tray. Also our weekly ball sponsors: DHL, C&K, ANZ, Van Ag, Asco, Wilco, Vila Refrig & PAF.
One business that fronts up every month is Auto Dis the sponsor of the club monthly medal event. This sponsor goes to a great deal of trouble to provide memorable prizes for the winners month after month. It embarrasses me, when doing the presentation on some of these Saturdays, that members do not stay back for the presentation to acknowledge the sponsor. I can recollect that on one Saturday during the past year there would have no more than about 10 members in the club for the presentation. How the sponsor must have felt when winners names were called out and all but a couple were not in attendance. What makes it worse is many of the winners live close by.
The club has a number of major events each year which are very well sponsored – again our thanks:
· Iririki Pennants
· Intraco/Mitsubishi Club Championships

· Prestige Motors/Kia Vanuatu National Amateur Championships
Events
Despite the unfortunate weather on a couple of the days, the 2009 VGO was a success. Our thanks to the VGO committee and volunteers for making it happen.
The 2009 Iririki Pennants season got off to a bit of slow start but soon generated a lot of interest. Again the presentation evening at Iririki Island Resort was a great night. The 2010 season has commenced and is about half way through. Many thanks to Iririki Island Resort for its continued support of this event.
I really need to mention the annual Captain Vs President event which was won this year very comfortably by my team despite numerous protests from the President about the way the scores were added. Reconfirmation just increased the winning gap.
On the week before the 2009 VGO the Prestige Motors/Kia Vanuatu National Amateur Championships were staged over 2 days. This was a most successful event and is again scheduled for 2010 next weekend.

The other major club event was the 2009 Intraco/Mitsubishi Motors Club Championships run over 4 days and 2 weekends in Sept. There were 12 female and 43 male competitors. This was a very successful event and is again scheduled for Sept 2010.
In last years report I mentioned that we would try and break away from the usual stroke and Stableford competitions during this year. We tried Versus Par a few times, multiplication stableford, Bingo Bango Bongo (which confused most players and has been dropped from the list games), more team events such as aggregate & 4BBB and of course JOK’s annual cross country jaunt at Xmas. 
Match Committee
My appreciation to the other members of the match committee – Tony Ryan, Regina Cottam, Bernadette Smith, Peter Brickland and Robert Sugden. This past year we held a number of formal meetings which were very productive. From one of those meetings came the new scorecard that we have just started using. It is a bit different to what we have been using but more compact and user friendly. Many thanks to Asco Motors for its continued support by way of paying for the printing of cards.
One thing I am really appreciative of is the way the committee members have helped share the burden of setting the tee and pin positions each week. Most players probably don’t give it a second thought, apart from cursing the pin location, but it is time consuming to come out each week and spend an hour or so doing this task.
Golf Course
I won’t spend much time on this because the President has probably covered it in his report. 
Weather wise I think we have been very fortunate this year. The wet started late but when it did come in February the course seemed to handle it pretty well. 
Again many thanks to Ian Campbell for directing the course staff over the year. And also to Bob Heston for his work in making the 5th green more difficult for high handicappers. While it was sad to lose trees along some of the fairways it was absolutely necessary and looking at the corner of the 7th & 8th fairways it has really given this section of the course a new look.

As players we expect the course to be in the best shape possible each time we play it. Indeed sometimes we demand it. It is easy to overlook the fact that many, many voluntary hours are expended each week by some members to maintain the course. Next time you want to have a whinge about the state of the course be mindful that most of the supervisory work is voluntary.
Finally
I have now been the club captain for 2 years. I have to admit that at times it has been an exhilarating experience but generally it is a thankless task that someone has to do. It is rare to get platitudes........ We arrived in Vila 2 ½ years ago wanting to contribute to the club. I thank those people that have acknowledged the effort that Regina and I have put into the club since we have been here. It is a pity that there are others that have spent their time complaining about us. We thought it was just a “new comer” thing but unfortunately it is still happening 2 year on.
I particularly want to acknowledge the amount of work that Ian Campbell puts into the club. I have not seen the like elsewhere. I hope members appreciate the effort and time that he spends doing things for the club - possibly to the detriment of his business. 

Finally I welcome Tony Martin as the incoming club captain. He has a passion for the game and this will reflect in his captaincy.

Andy Cottam

Club Captain






